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September 24th 2014

FOR IMMIDIATE RELEASE

Sofia Imber will be the recipient of VAEA’s Páez Medal of Art 2014
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Sofia Imber  | Reinaldo and Carolina Herrera by Jose Sigala, Hacienda La Vega, Caracas 1971
The Venezuelan American Endowment for the Arts (VAEA) is proud to announce that the recipient of the Páez Medal of Art 2014 will be Sofia Imber. The award ceremony will take place during VAEA’s Annual Benefit Gala, with Reinaldo and Carolina Herrera as Gala Chairs at the David Rubenstein Atrium at Lincoln Center in New York City on Wednesday November 19th 2014.

Imber is one of the most outstanding personalities in the history of Venezuelan art and journalism, being a notable advocator for the arts in Venezuela and throughout Latin America.
Imber’s contributions to as a journalist, art promoter, educator and philanthropist have made her an ideal recipient of VAEA’s highest award. As a journalist, Sofia helped the establishment and coordination of the cultural pages of the Venezuelan newspaper El Universal and worked with dozens of publications across the continent for more than fifty years; as a promoter of the arts, in 1973 she founded and directed for 31 years The Museum of Contemporary Art of Caracas, considered to be one of the most important museums of Latin America and recognized for both the quality of its programing as well as its superb collection, which includes the works of Miró, Picasso and Botero, among others world-renowned artists.
Sofia Imber’s passion and avid advocacy for culture has undoubtedly changed the lives not only of the artists that she has promoted, but also of the millions of people whose lives were improved by having a world-class museum in Caracas. 

2014 is a year in which VAEA is honoring women in culture and we are very proud that as recognition for her passionate and longstanding career, Sofia Imber will be the first woman to receive the Paéz Medal of Art. 

Mr. and Mrs. Herrera perfectly embody VAEA’s mission of celebrating the cultures of Venezuela and the United States.
Mr. Herrera is a renowned journalist and special-projects editor at Vanity Fair magazine. In Venezuela he shared with Sofia Imber the famous television program “Buenos Dias”.

Mrs. Herrera is a celebrated fashion designer and style icon. As a fashion designer, her contribution of timeless and elegant creations has been universally recognized; as an icon, her beauty and personal aesthetic have been inspiration for many photographers including: Andy Warhol, Robert Mapplethorpe, José Sigala, Victor Skrebneski, Annie Leibovitz, and Mario Testino. Mr. and Mrs. Herrera share a passion for art and philanthropy and actively support many charities and noble causes.
The Páez Medal of Art is awarded once a year to an individual or group that has had an impact and contributed to the excellence, growth, support and proliferation of the arts in Venezuela and the United States; the 2013 honoree was North American artist Robert Wilson and in 2012 was Venezuelan visual artist Carlos Cruz-Diez.
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Carlos Cruz-Diez, Paéz Medal of Art 2012 – Robert Wilson, Paéz Medal of Art 2013

The Venezuelan American Endowment for the Arts (VAEA), is a NY based 501(c)3 public charity, founded on June 13, 1990 with the mission of strengthening the ties of friendship between the United States of America and Venezuela through bi-national cultural and social programs. 
Gala Information:
Sofia Imber, Honoree

Reinaldo and Carolina Herrera, Gala Chairs

Richard Hall and Marisela Gonsalves, Co-Chairs

Eglantina Zingg, Mistress of Ceremony

Live Musical performances by:

DJ Titina Penzini, Ximena Borges and Manu Manzo

Wednesday, November 19th 2014

David Rubenstein Atrium at Lincoln Center, 61 West 62nd Street, New York, NY 10023 

(entrance on Broadway between 62nd and 63rd Streets) | Black Tie

 

For Ticket Information:
visit: http://vaearts.org/US/archives/2835 | call: 917.285.8232 | email: gala@vaearts.org
Press Contact:
Alexander Matson press@grbcommunications.com 

Sponsors and Partners:

The Chill Concept, ACC Insurance Brokers, Santa Teresa Rum, Chocolates el Rey and Andromeda Productions. 
Mail: The Venezuelan American Endowment for the Arts, 25 Broadway, 9th Floor, New York, NY 10004
Web: www.vaearts.org | Phone: 917 285 VAEA (8232) | Instagram & Twitter: @VAEArts | facebook.com/vaearts
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